Examination, | 


All you who have aflumed the place of Shepherds, 
Herdſmen, and Overſeers of the Flocks of People,} 
of all forts in Chriftendom; to ſee if your 

: Accounts be Ready, and whar Order the Flocks be] 
in. With a few Lines of Good News to the| 
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Wo be to the Shepherds that feed themſelves : Should not ye Shepherds feed} 
the Flocks ? Te eat the fat and ye cloath with the wool, ye ksll them that | 
are fed, but ye feed not the Flocks. The Diſeaſed have ye nor ſtrength- 
ened, neithcr have ye healed that which was ſick; neither have ye bound 
p that which was broken, neither have ye brought back that which was 

riven away, neither have ye ſought that which was loſs ; But with force 
and cruelty have ye ruled them, and they were {cattered, ExKk. 34. 3,} 
4, 5- Jer. 23. 12. Therefore I come againſt the Shepherds, ſaith the; 
Lord : I will requ're my Sheep at their hands, and cauſe them to ceaſe | 
from feeding the Sheep : Neither ſhall the Shepherds feed themſelves 
any more, for I will deliver my Sheep from their mouths, Ezek. 3 4. 10. 
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A 
LETTER of EXAMINATION. 
0 
All you who have aſſumed the place of O V E R- 
SEERS of the Flock, &c. 


OME all you (tl at have affumed the title of ) Shegherds, 

( Overſeers and Herdsmecn of the Flocks of people ot ail 

ſorts in Chriſtendome, you bave had the Overtighr, 

He:ding and Ordering of the multitudes of people for a 

long time ; and the Lord hath been as a man ina far Country : and 

now he is coming to call you to account, and he wiil - require ebe 

Flocks at your hands, and the time is near that you mult give ac- 

count of your charge ; ard receive a rccompcnce of reward from 
him according to your dceds. 

This is a Warning to youall, to have your Accounts eeady, 
and ſee that the Flocks be in good order, and that nothing be 
wanting ; for you will not have any to meddle with the Flocks 
but your ſelves, ſo at your hands the Lord will require them, 

Have you kept a diligent Watch Night and Day wich Carefulncs 
for their Soules ? Have your Locks been wet with the Dew, and 
the Hairs of your Heads with the Froſts, to preſerve their Feer in 
the way of Peace, and from the Devourer, and out of all filthy and 
unclean wayes ! Fave you been as good examples before: the» ſe- 
veral Flocks in all things, walking before them as good patterns ? 
Have ye led them to the paſtures of Life, and fed thcm in due fſea- 
{on ? Or have yee not played the Careleſs Idle Shepherds, Sitting in 
your Fat places, and Lying upon-7our Soft pillows, at your ele - 
Fe:ding with the Fat, and Sporting your ſelves in your day and 
time, Whilſt th2 ſeveral poox. Flocks go aſtray, in the by Paths, 
and are ſcattered 1n the bar.en Wilderneſs, as Sheep wanting a 
Shepheard, and as a People leſt their Guide ; where their poor 
» Soules ate ſtarvea for want of the Bread of Lite ? Have yee led the 
ſcyera. Flocks to» the Fountain of Living Mercies and We'i-ſprinz 
of Lite : and cauſed them to drink Freely, without Morey, hes 
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be Reffeſh:d, wh-rcby they all reds! Fruitful, and none Barren 
.aSthe Flocks in Solomons Song chap. 6. ver.5. or are they not dryed 
_ up Headand Tayl for want of the $priags of Life and fo Urfruit- 
fol in any thing that is Good ? And have not you in this condition 
Jed, and drove them, by your Example, and Perſwaiion ; to the- 
dirry Paddles and Kennels of Sig and Uncl eanneſs ? And have not 
you (the pretended) Heardsmen of all ſorts perſwaded the Flocks 
that this is that they muſt Drink and Lick up whilſt on this ſide 
the Grave? And 1s not your Flocks(as you call thcm)by chat means 
fallen into grofe ditleafes, as Rottenveſs of Heart, Unioundneſs of 
Mind, Blindneſs and Deafnzſs, from ſeeing thcir Salvation, and 
Hearing the Voice of the Lord Jeſus ? And are they not fallen into 
Eameneſs of Fect and Hands ? and cannot walk upright in the juſt 
mans path, which is a Shining Light, but fumbles at it : nor cannor 
handle the Sword: of the Spirit, which is the Word of God , by 
. which they ſhould war againſt the Man of Sin, and break down 
his ſtrong holds: 19238 07 7/9"! | 6/63 
And by drinking — Sin and Uncleanneſs, is not all rhe 
Flocks tallen into groſe difleaſes ? that there is no health in them, 
and become weak and feeble in th- Faith that rhey ſhould: reliſtrhe 
Devil in;and overcome him : And have loft their taſt, fmell and 
favour in the rhings of-God and cyery'thing that 15fcaſoned wirtt 
his Spiric and Power, become oathſome to'their talb, by reaſon of 
the Diſeaſes and Rotrennefs wanting Salt 1n them{elvs to Savoury - 
withal, by which they ſhonld be a (weet (avour of a {weer ſmelling 
Sacrifice ro God , and to ſeaſon the Earth. And through want of 
t., ts not the Farth Corrapt ? and the Creation Burdered, and 
Gros, and waits to be d:live:ed from undcr that Bondage,  * 

- And ſee now what you have im your Flocks(as you call them )to' 
Offer to the Lord tharmay findacccptance with him, will he accepr 
of the Uneleane, Sick, Lam: or Blind ? mult no» the Church thar ts 
p:eſented to Godb: without Spot, Wrinkl” or any ſuch thing ? 
Arid nothing that ts unclean can ther into his Kingdome. Ard have 
you Shepherds and Heardsmen (1s cated |) of all forts looked 
car-fully to the ſevero} Flocks;tv-kyep them trom 'the ſpots of the 
world ? or are they nr run- all ayer from head to tayle with a 
Scab? as a Keyroly. And have you not played the lazy Shep- 
Heards, that looks nor b<t:c+-ro the Flocks, or elſe tle ſoph ters ? * 
For you have ſaid; T hat yotitave the care and-cure of Souls : ad 
bfis-7'c SEW hot doith of mls ; hae 
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that yon are the Phifitians : and your Flocks c as you call them ) 
falling into ſuch groſe diſfeaſes and uncleanneſs, are rot you the 
care'eſs Shepheards, and Phifitians of no yallue ? And wou'd not 
you blame and bc angiy with the Herd:men of your Flocss ? and 
require your Floceks at their hands, :and throw. them 'into Priſon 
till rhey made ſariſfaction, thar ſhon!d deal ſo badly with you, £on- 
ccrning your Flocks and Heards ? And will not the Lord do fo by 
you ? and is it not reafonable, juſt and equal that he require the 
Flocks at your hands ? For you have been well payd, for the look- 
ing to them , as you very well know, ard the Nations can witnels. 

Have you kept one certaine voice ? as the good Shepheard doth, 
that the Sh.ep might hear his voice and ce together » and not 
ſtray and ſtraggle, nor fall into Pits. Or have not your voicez been 
variable, and changable as the wind, and given an unc.rtain ſound ? 
And your Flocks ( as you call rhem ) n-vcr find a certain voice 
amongſt you z and fo arc ſcattered into ſes, devilions, and par- 
ties, puſhing one-another with Head, Horn, Arn and Shoulder 
into the Pit, and into the Mre : in{tead of helping one afjorher out 
of che Mire, and out of the Pit. Againz, have you been careful to 
count the Flocks morning and evcning, as Shpeheards ought to-do, 
and uſually doth, that:none be wanting? Or have you not neglected 
this duty alſo, ſave at fleeceing time ? And is not that like the Hire- 
1ing that cares not tor the Flocks, bur tor the. fleece ? Have you 
kept the Flocks that: you ( pretend to!) te Overſeers: of welt 
marked with the Lambs mark in:their foreheads, and inthezr righe 
hands, that they.may be known that they are his? For if they be 
nor,but Marked With another mark, will ke not ſay, Depart I know 
you not ? Have you acquainted the Fiocks with the told of peace 
and ſafety; and-ro come into it gently, and reſt in- mezkneſs and 
quietneſs? Or have you not berrrneglizent, and rhey grown wild, 
as thewild Goats npon the mountains and as Bul'ocks unaccuſto= 
med ro the yoak, and as Heiters ſnufting up the wind. 

Have you not left the office of a Shepheard ? and are not many 
of you-tyrncd Hunters ; andhunts the Lords little Flock, whom 
he hath gathered by his Piwer, into his Spirir, and hath pur them 
under the, hand:of the ti ce Shepheard: that feeds:them in due ſe2- 
ſon? Do rot you hunt them as a Partridge, - and make it your 
Game and Sport to Spople-and Deftroyrthem, as the Flock of your 
Pey : and prepare yourtongues like Bowes, and Vour Words like 
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Arrows to deſtroy and cut them off? and you know them by the 
Shepheards mark from all the Flocks in Chriſte.dome (ſo called.) 
And do not you Huntter-like, ſound your Horns of Envy and 
Perſecution, to awaken and ſtir vp all of the like Mind with you, 
andthe like Spirit, to. Hunt and to Spoyle the Lords little Flock, 
as though they were not worthy to feed, and live upon Earth with 
the reſt of the Flocks : as though the Earth were yours, and not the 
Lords : or as if he might not have as much priviledge as you to 
have a Flock upon Earth, as well as you, as though he had no righr, 
but all wcre yours ? and think you thar the Lord ſeeth not this * and 
will not this anger him, and kindle his wra:h, and haltcn him to 
call you to account, an$ro reward you according to your works ? 
And may not he juſtly hunt you, who have been the: cheife 
hunters of his: and prepare his Bow and his Arrows againſt you, 
and mark you out, and make you a hilling, and a by-word to the 
Nations ? and is it not juſt for him to take the Flocks from you, 
who have been careleſs and negle&ed your ſervice, and duty ? and 
now will nor let his Flock be quiet, but rend and teare them. Is-ir 
not Juſtice and Equity for him to rend the Flocks :#rom you, and 
redeem them from your mouths, who will not ſufferhis, to receive 
the Law at his mouth whom he hath ordained a Prieſt for ever , 
whoſe Lipps preſerve knowledge ?. Will not the juſt Principle in 
you anſwer to his Juſtice, that comes upon you with Equity to take 
the Flocks from you, and lay you afide like an old Alminack, and 
gather the Flocks, and pat them under the hand of on? Shepheard, 
Chriſt Jeſus the good Shepheard, who will bring th. m to the freſh 
paſtures of Life, and feed ihem in due ſeaſon, and cauſe th.m to 
hear his voice, and to know it, and with his, fould, and-ro ly down 
init, in quietneſs, mcekneſs and patience ; where none ſhall make 
them afraid : preſerving from the ſtorm, and from the heat, and 
and will bring them co thz Well of clean water, and Fountain of 
living mercics, and cauſe them to waſh and be clean, and to drink 
and be refreſhed, that they may no longer be barren in fruits of 
holineſs, but may bring for h ro Gods glory z/and will anoint their 
eyes, with eye ſalve, and open their blind eyes, and-then they will 
{cc youto be blind guides, and bleſs the Lord that redeems them 
from you, and he will give them Balſome and pretious Oyntment, 
even virtue that goes ou: of him,rhe:go0d philitian that will cure 
their Spots, Scabs and Leprolizs, which ran ail over them _— 
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they were under your hands, and will purge their corruptions, ind 

cure the evil difleaſes of tin and iniquity, by which death hath 

had dominion, and will give th:m ſaving health, and heal their 
backllidings, ard open the miſtery of his Kingdom to them, cir- 

- cumciling their hearts, and eares, and cauling them to underſtand. 
thole ſecrets, which arc hidden from the wiſdom of this World, and 
bring them out of the many ways, into the one Way, Chriſt Jeſus 
the Way to God, and out of the many {cas, devitions and parties, 
holes, bryars, thorns andthickcts, which they are fallen into, and 
been intangled in; in the cloudy and dark day they have been in, 
whilſt under your hands : and ſet his Name and his Fathers -Name _ 
upon them, and give them the Seal of the new Covenant, that they 
may know and be known, that they are bis, whom he hath pur- 
chaſed with his precious blood, and redeemed, ſearched and ſought 
out, even asa good Shepheard, and bring them to the Mountain 
of the houſe of the God of Jacob, and will teach then of his wayes, 
Ifa. 2d. chap. 3d.vers. And he will watch over them who ſleeps not, 
nor ſlumbeys not ; and will work a reformation in the Nations, and 

-@ring them to the one true Church, which is in God, Founded and 
Built upon the ſure Foundation which God hath laid, and coupled 
rogether; as with the hand of a wiſe workman, into the Fellowſhip 
of the one Body ; and Chriſt Jeſus the Head, which ſupplys the 
whole body, with all rhings needful, to build them up in their moſt 
pretious Faith, which give; them victory over the man of ſin, and 
1encws into the true worſhip of God in the Spirit and in the Truth, 
and to the uniformity in the ſpiritual worſhip, and a true confor- 
mity to it, by his Law of the Spirit written in the heart, where 
Chrilt is Prieſt according to the promiſe of the Father, Miniſter 
and Biſhop of the Soul, who miniſters Life, Peace and Comfort 
unto them, and renews his holy and heavenly Ordinances in the 
Church, baprizing into one Spirir, and into thz one Faith thar 
works by Love, and purifies the heart, giving a white Stone, and 
im it a new Name, and the (incer Milk of the Word, officiateing 
the Prieſts offices, in the Church ot the firſt Borne , prepareing 
the Alter, and ſpreading the Table with fine white Linnen, which 
1s his Righteouſneſs, and prepares the Bread for his Church, and 
fills their Cup with the newWine, that they may all drink of the 
Cup of bleſlmgs, which is the communion of his Blood, and may 
all cat of the one Bread, which is the communion of his Body, _ 

$ 


"$0 O08 


| ENF .- 
tisBody'is Bread indeed, ang his Blood is dtink- indeed, and this 
5 that that gives Life ; and without it they cannot haye Life, and 
this is free withourmonzy, which the Lords Table is furniſhed 
with, and is invicing the People, and gathering the. Nations to it, 
from your chargable Tables, for you have ſold them Bread, Wine 
and Water ar'a.d:ar ratc;and he will feed them with all things ne- 
ceſſary, as onz Houſhold, of one Faith, and as one Family, Chriſt 
Jeſus, greater then Solortor to Rule them, as their Lord and Maſt- 
er, ſctt.ny up and renewing family Daties amongſt them, to ſtand 
upon their. watch, and to reliſt every appearance of evil, and to 
Pray wich the Spirit, and with Underſtanding, and to Sing with the 
Spirit and with Underſtanding alſo,,and he thall- rule whoſe right 
it is, and the Government is upon his Shoulders, whoſe Kingdome. 
is Everlaſting and of whoſe Government there ſhall be no end, and 
the Lord will performe this, to reform the Nations, to bring them 
xo Uniformity, and true Contormity to. his dear Son, 
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